ITALIAN SPORT DESIGN

New Zealand Football gratefully acknowledges the support of the Cue Sports

Foundation in assisting the development of NZFC and NMYL referees.

The following referee courses have been notified to NZF recently:

VENUE LEVEL
Christchurch Intro
Christchurch Intro

Western Springs CBR
Petone L. 1 Refs
St Andrews Coll. L.1
Penrose L. 2 Refs
Christchurch L.1

INSTRUCTORS NOS. DATE
Wayne Stapley 5 17-Mar-09
Wayne Stapley 6 25-Mar-09
Lynn & Neil Fox 21 30-Mar-09
Brian Klee, Barry Tasker 6 30-Mar-09
Wayne Stapley 8 30-Mar-09
Borland, Fox, Hiscox, Smith 8 Mar-09
Wayne Stapley 8 6-Apr-09

New Zealand Football gratefully acknowledges the support of the New
Zealand Community Trust in the development of referees.

The NZCT supported the September 2008 Stage 3 Referee Development
Academy (RDA 3) and the 2009 Elite and Emerging Course for Referees.

CENTRAL FOOTBALL GRASS
ROOTS REFEREE COURSE

On March 14 and 15, Central Football hosted a
mainly practical course for referees from the
Federation who are yet to achieve their NZ
badge.

The course was residential, held in Palmerston
North, at the International Pacific College.

The weekend focused on providing a practical
setting for referee development, with the
Saturday covering the practicalities of refereeing
and preparing for matches with three point
control. Sunday was match based with
Federation junior teams to officiate, and then on

to viewing the NZFC semi final between
Manawatu and Auckland.

The course was facilitated by Ken Wallace (NZ
Football Referee Development Officer) and Alan
Pedley (Central Football Referee Development
Officer) with assistance from Rod Pelosi,
Shannon Smith, Phil Smith, David Lawrie and
Antony Riley.

Even though Manawatu is not known for good
weather — it was a fantastic weekend both
weather wise and learning wise for the
participants! The feedback about the practical
nature of the course has indicated the
participants really appreciated the get in and try
approach of the course. Alan Pedley RDO




NZ REFEREES AT DALLAS CUP
XXX

New Zealand referees Mike Hester and Nick
Waldron have completed their assignment at the
Dallas Cup in Texas with strong performances
throughout the week long age group tournament
(April 5 — 12). Both referees were rewarded with
a number of high profile matches with Hester
controlling a semi final in the Super Group
between Manchester City (ENG) and Sao Paolo
(BRA) whilst Waldron controlled a U17 quarter
final between Monterrey (MEX) and Oakuville
Gunners (CAN). Both referees were also
involved as 4™ Officials in the Super Group and
U19 Finals.

Mike Hester 4™ Official Supergroup Final

Sao Paulo v Vancouver Whitecaps

New Zealand has had a long history of sending
referees to the Dallas Cup to experience a
diverse range of international football styles and
approaches. Retired NZL FIFA Referee and
current inspector John Cameron has been in
attendance at the tournament for 25 years and
was present this year for the tournament’s 30™
anniversary as a referee coach. Hester, Waldron
and Cameron were also accompanied by Rod
Pelosi, the current chairman of the NZF
Referees Committee, who assisted by coaching
a number of the US based and visiting referees.

The tournament is the biggest biggest youth
tournament in the US with 180 teams across
age groups of Ul3s through to Super Group
(U19 teams from professional clubs). The Super
Group consisted of teams from a number of high
profile clubs such as Manchester City (ENG),
AC Milan (ITA), Sao Paolo (BRA),Tigres (MEX)

Nick Waldron at the U17 Final Monterrey v
Lonestars Red

Eintracht Frankfurt (GER) and River Plate (ARG)
just to name a few. Approximately 150 US
based and international referees cover the eight
day tournament so there was plenty of
competition for the high profile appointments.
Hester controlled two Super Group matches, an
U19 match, and the Super Group Semi Final
whilst Waldron controlled two Super Group
matches, an U19 match and the U17 Semi
Final.

Waldron thoroughly enjoyed the tournament.
“The tournament has gone very well (for me).
Great standard of football and it has presented
different challenges refereeing teams from
around the world. It has presented many
different challenges from football in NZL". Hester
equally enjoyed his repeat appearance at the
tournament. “This was my second year at Dallas
Cup and | got a lot out of the experience. It
presents the opportunity to referee teams with
different styles, temperaments, and languages
and helps add to your experience as a referee in
adapting to situations not always found in your
own country’s football”.

Waldron returned to New Zealand to attend an
Elite Referees Course with OFC (April 16-19)
whilst Hester continued on to the UK. Hester is
on a three week tour as part of New Zealand
Football's relationship with England’s
Professional Game Match Officials Limited
(PGMOL) - the organisation that develops and
selects referees for the Premier League and FA
Cup. Whilst in the UK, Hester will be attending
both Semi Finals of the FA Cup and training with
the PGMOL referees over the coming fortnight.



2009 STAGE 2 RDA

The Level 2 Referee Development Academy
brought together fourteen referees and five
coaches for training, coaching and refereeing in
ever-sunny Napier. We were based at the
secluded Maryknoll retreat with its idyllic,
autumnal views over the yellowing Mission
Estate vineyard.

In between times we were only to be found at
the fields refereeing, at the supermarket
restocking on Powerade and muesli bars, or at
the pools recovering. It was that intense!

The intensity paid off. The continuous cycle of
training, coaching and game time gave all the
referees a chance to learn new techniques and
immediately start practising those techniques on
the field. By the end of the week, all the referees
felt they had improved and could take a lot of
knowledge back home to make them even
better. However, even with all this going on, we

still managed to find timeslots when we could
get together and chill out.

Socially, the referees & coaches represented a
wide range of ages and all the federations and
they gelled immediately. The focal points were
meals, the pool table and the sing-alongs in the
back of the van and proved that referees are not
just a bunch of loners! This filtered through into
the training and onto the field where the
teamwork expressed our new-found
camaraderie. Sadly, the referees were not as
good as the coaches at pool; one coach wryly
noted that the predominant referee tactic was to
surround the 8- ball with the balls they could not
sink!

Finally, the referees would like to thank the
people who made it possible. Firstly, our hosts
at Maryknoll, Michelle & Frank, provided quality
food and accommodation that was the perfect
base for a physically and mentally intense week.
Then there were the coaches who freely
provided an abundance of motivation and
technical advice. Our doctor, Shirley Wallace,
gave great medical support for what ailed us.
Lastly, we would like to give a big thanks to all
the Federations, NZ Football and Ken Wallace
who gave the referees this opportunity to take
their refereeing to the next level

Altiora Peto!

Jonathan Bell (referee)
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